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tain Serbian diplomatists and of the Serbian press. In his
letter of July 8 to Francis Joseph he had already protested
against the statements of Spalajkovitch and Jovanovitch,
representing Serbia in St. Petersburg and Berlin, and of
"the well-known abuses in connection with the Serbian
press, societies, and schools, of which we liave com-
plained," 79 On July 14, after his conference with Berch-
told, Tisza went to see Tschirschky, and told him of his
change of mind:
Count Tisza said that hitherto he had always been the
person who had urged caution, but every day had strength-
ened him in the feeling that the Monarchy must come to
an energetic action, prove its ability to exist, and put an
end to the downright intolerable conditions in the south-east.
The language of the Serbian press and of Serbian diplo-
matists was so presumptuous as simply not to be borne,
"I have found it hard to decide to advise in favor of war,"
said Tisza, "but I am now firmly convinced of its necessity,
and shall apply all my strength for the greatness of the
Monarchy,"80
Another decisive factor with Tisza was Berchtold's re-
iteration of Conrad's militarist argument that "everything
must be avoided in the way of diplomacy which by delays
or by any kind of successive application of diplomatic steps
might give the enemy time to take military measures, and
so put us at a military disadvantage."81 And so, as Berch-
told reported to Francis Joseph after the conference of
July 14, "Count Tisza gave up the objection which he had
brought forward in regard to an ultimatum with a short
time-limit, because I pointed out the military difficulties
which would be involved in a delayed procedure. I also
used the argument that even after mobilization had taken
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